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Cast of Characters

Alien 1: An alien

Alien 2: Another alien

Scene

A corn field.

Time

Night.



ACT I

Scene 1

The two aliens are pacing back and forth. Their

eyes are focused on the ground. After a few

moments, one of the aliens stops and watches the

other.

ALIEN 1

You’re doing it wrong.

ALIEN 2

Really.

(It continues to pace.)

7,8...

ALIEN 1

Yes really you’re-

ALIEN 2

Shut up. 11, 12, 13, 14...

ALIEN 1

But it’s not going to work.

ALIEN 2

Quiet. I’m trying to count. 18, 19, 20...

ALIEN 1

Fine

ALIEN 2

23, 24, 25, 26. Done. How does it look?

ALIEN 1

Awful.

ALIEN 2

What? Why? How is this awful? Here, take a look at this

bit. This bit’s good.

ALIEN 1

This bit?

(It points at a spot on the ground then

a different spot.)

That bit.

ALIEN 2

Well, yeah. Okay. That bit. That bit’s good too yeah?

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2.

ALIEN 1

What can I say? It’s not as good as this other bit.

ALIEN 2

What bit. This bit?

(Points.)

I didn’t think you liked this bit.

ALIEN 1

I don’t. And I don’t like that bit either.

ALIEN 2

Really? I thought that bit was pretty good.

ALIEN 1

It’s not. None of them are. In fact, I can’t believe

you even talked me into this. I have no idea why I

listen to you at all. I really don’t.

ALIEN 2

What? That’s not very fair. If you hadn’t listened to

me when we first got here you’d still be wearing those

stupid wings. Where did you even find wings?

ALIEN 1

The anthropology shop. They make all our disguises. But

listen, the wings were not a bad idea they-

ALIEN 2

Yes, they were. Look, just because they gather together

to sing songs about people with wings, doesn’t mean

that some of them actually have wings. Have you ever

seen any of them with wings? Ever?

ALIEN 1

No. But that’s not the point. They like wings. Wings

and...robes. They’re always singing about people in

robes. You’ve seen them. Swaying and singing together

at least once a week, all happy and peaceful. I just

thought that if we had wings then we could get them to

do this instead of us.

ALIEN 2

I’m the one missing the point huh? Tell me, how exactly

are we supposed to ’blend in’ with whacking great wings

sticking out everywhere? How are we supposed to get our

shirts on for that matter? We’d have to get dressed in

teams. It’s a horrible idea.

ALIEN 1

It’s a better idea than this.

(Motions at the ground around them.)

I mean this...this is just...daft.

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 2

Oh not this again. Here we go.

ALIEN 1

You know what I’m talking about.

ALIEN 2

Actually I don’t. No one does. No one ever does.

ALIEN 1

Oh yes they do. They do. They just don’t like to talk

about it.

ALIEN 2

They don’t like to talk about it because they don’t

know what you’re talking about!

ALIEN 1

It’s not my fault if the others don’t like to think!

ALIEN 2

Don’t like to-? fine. They don’t like to think. Now,

could we please stop mucking about and get some work

done?

ALIEN 1

I’m not ’mucking about’, I’m serious! What are we

supposed to be doing? What’s the point? We look like

idiots out here. We don’t even know if any of them will

ever see it! It’s just...dumb.

ALIEN 2

It’s not dumb and it’s not pointless it’s part of the

plan.

ALIEN 1

Plan? What plan? Have you ever seen this plan? I

haven’t and if you tell me you have I’ll call you a

liar.

ALIEN 2

You know I haven’t seen the plan. No-one’s seen the

plan. But that doesn’t mean there isn’t one. Why would

they ask us to do this if there wasn’t a plan?

ALIEN 1

Why would they ask us to do this if there wasn’t a

plan? Why not? They’re insane. They are! Don’t look at

me like that, you know it as well as I do.

ALIEN 2

I don’t. I don’t know it. And neither do you. We’re

doing good work here. Or would be if you could just get

your pharkles out of your pronk-hole for a minute.

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 1

What? Skack you.

ALIEN 2

Skack me? Skack me? I’m not the one wasting time

jabbering on about some giant governmental conspiracy

against the common Mangaloo!

ALIEN 1

Who’s jabbering? I don’t know why we’re here. You don’t

know why we’re here. Nobody else knows why we’re here.

Why are we here? No? No answers? Conspiracy!

ALIEN 2

I do know why we’re here. Everybody knows why we’re

here except you!

ALIEN 1

Whatever.

ALIEN 2

Look, let’s just get this done, get it finished, do the

job and then you can go do some of that ’probing’ stuff

you’re so fond of.

ALIEN 1

I’m not ’fond’ of it. Why would I be ’fond’ of it?

That’s just...that’s just...you have no reason to say

that. None. Fond? Whose fond?

ALIEN 2

Oh come on. I’ve seen the way your pharkles twitch when

you know there’s a probing on the horizon. You can’t

hide it from me. It’s okay. I don’t mind. They’re

humans. It’s not like you’re cheating.

(pause)

Is it?

ALIEN 1

What? No! No, nothing like that. It’s just...okay, I

kinda like it that’s all. You should try it. They make

really strange noises when you do it. You should try

it. Really. You might like it.

ALIEN 2

I dunno. It sounds a bit messy.

ALIEN 1

Messier than this? Look what we’re standing in! That!

Right there under your foot. That’s not dirt.

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 2

Huh? What...what is it?

ALIEN 1

It’s pronk from those big things that go ’moo’.

ALIEN 2

What? What’s it doing here? It’s all over my shoe! Why

didn’t you tell me?

ALIEN 1

No point. It’s everywhere here. You can’t avoid it.

They have people that gather it all up from the moo

things and then spread it around in their fields.

ALIEN 2

But that’s so...so...argh, it’s everywhere! Why?

ALIEN 1

No idea. At first I thought it must have something to

do with what they grow in the places they spread it but

then I realised that that can’t be right because this

is the stuff that they eat and why would they want

pronk all over the stuff that they eat?

ALIEN 2

So then...why?

ALIEN 1

You tell me. Or maybe we should just ask the higher

ups?

ALIEN 2

Stop it. We’re not asking the higher ups anything.

We’ll do our job and then we’ll go. That’s all.

ALIEN 1

Fine.

ALIEN 2

Good.

(Some pacing happens.)

See? We can do this. We’re doing it. It’s easy. A

circle here, a circle there and then we go home. Okay?

ALIEN 1

Right. Easy.

(continuing to pace)

A circle here, a circle there. Make the circles. Make

the circles. Make the circles. Make the-no. I can’t.

What in the hell are we doing? This is stupid! I can’t

do it! I can’t! I’m sorry. I am. But I just can’t do it

any more!

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 2

Why? Why do you have to be like this? You drive me

nuts! Why can’t you just-

ALIEN 1

I don’t know! I’m not trying to cause trouble. I’m not.

I just...I...who cares? Really? Come on! I mean...it’s

circles! Endless skacking circles! It’s a shape! It’s

two dimensions! Two! And that’s meant to impress? We

live in eleven! Even they live in four! All we’re doing

is skacking people off! Nothing’s going to change!

We’re not learning anything! We’re not achieving

anything! It’s completely pointless. I’m done. I am.

No. I am. Look, there’s a nice little town not too far

from here with a nice little pub that’s chock full of

alcoholics who are practically begging for a good

probing and I’m not going to be the one that misses out

and I think that you should come with me.

ALIEN 2

We can’t do that. I can’t. We have to finish the

circles. We have to.

ALIEN 1

Skack the circles! Nobody will notice. Come on. Come

with me. If you come I’ll even show you how to do it

without making them leak everywhere. Come on. It beats

stomping around in moo pronk all night.

ALIEN 2

I’m sure it does.

ALIEN 1

Well then?

ALIEN 2

Well then what?

ALIEN 1

Come with me.

ALIEN 2

You just don’t get it do you?

ALIEN 1

Oh I think I do.

ALIEN 2

You don’t. You don’t get it at all. You think that it’s

all some kind of twisted game. Some kind of sadistic

trick that’s being played on us. All you see is under

the table tentacle deals everywhere you look! It’s

insane! Gigantic, galaxy wide scams designed to keep us

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 2 (cont’d)
from seeing some kind of ’ultimate truth’-whatever that

is-but you’re wrong. They don’t hate us. They don’t

look down on us. They don’t ’preside’ over us. They’re

not laughing at us. They are us. We are them.

ALIEN 1

We are NOT them!

ALIEN 2

We are! There’s no difference. There’s billions of us.

Billions. Sure, some of us traipse through moo pronk

and some of us work out how many of us need to traipse

through moo pronk and then hope that there’s enough of

us that are prepared to do it. But nobody is forced.

Nobody is told. And..and yes, there’s cracks that-

ALIEN 1

Cracks!

ALIEN 2

Yes, cracks! And some of us fall through them but-no

wait-but...but there’s billions of us! You can’t ask

for perfect. You can’t ask for-

ALIEN 1

I’m not asking for perfect! I’m asking for sense. I’m

asking for thought! I’m asking for less assumptions!

I’m asking for accountability. I’m asking for

explanations and I’m asking for all of us to have the

energy and the curiosity to ask for all of those

other things and...and why can’t I ask for that!

(Lengthy pause while they face each

other in the middle of the circle and

catch their breath)

ALIEN 2

You need to go probing.

ALIEN 1

I do. I really do. I’m sorry I-

ALIEN 2

Look...you just go. Go and take a break. I’ll finish up

here. There’s not much left to do and there’s no point

in both of us being out here any longer than we have

to.

ALIEN 1

No, look...I should stay. Forget it. I’ll stay. I’ll do

it.

(CONTINUED)
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ALIEN 2

No just go. Don’t worry about it.

ALIEN 1

I’m sorry.

ALIEN 2

Don’t be sorry. Don’t. Just go and I’ll see you back on

the ship.

ALIEN 1

You sure?

ALIEN 2

I’m sure. I’m fine. We’re fine. You just need a break

that’s all.

ALIEN 1

I didn’t want to-

ALIEN 2

Don’t worry about it. I want you to go have some fun.

Go on. I’ll see you later tonight.

ALIEN 1

You will?

ALIEN 2

I better.

ALIEN 1

You will. Promise.

ALIEN 2

Good. off you go.

ALIEN 1

Okay. Okay. And...thanks.

ALIEN 2

Go!

ALIEN 1

You know I love you yes?

ALIEN 2

Yes. I know. Now go.

ALIEN 1

Going! Going. See? Gone.

(It leaves)

(CONTINUED)
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Alien 2 watches Alien 1 leave, takes a moment to

gather itself together, scans the ground, finds a

good spot and begins to pace.

ALIEN 2

1, 2, 3, ...

BLACK OUT.


